To Members of the California State Senate:

I am returning Assembly Bill 2739 without my signature.

This bill would create statutory requirements regarding culturally and linguistically appropriate services for health plans contracting with the State under the Healthy Families program or the Medi-Cal program to provide services to plan beneficiaries.

California is a vibrant multicultural and multilingual society.  I support efforts to ensure that government services appropriately account for the many languages spoken in California.  The Department of Health Services and the Managed Risk Medical Insurance Board already require contracting health plans to provide language services.  Requiring cultural and linguistic competencies in the contracting process is less rigid than statute; especially if such requirements are likely to be amended or strengthened over time.  While I am supportive of the goal of this bill, I prefer such standards to remain in the purview of the contracting process.

Sincerely,

GRAY DAVIS

