[On You Organization’s Letterhead]

[Date of Letter] (by facsimile transmission 916 319-2116)

The Honorable Wilma Chan

Majority Leader

California State Assembly

State Capitol

Room 3160

Sacramento, CA 94249-0016

Re:  Support for A.B. 154 (Chan)

Dear Assemblywoman Chan:

I am writing on behalf of [your organization’s name] in support of Assembly Bill 154.  [Describe your organization and its work]

As an organization, [your organization’s name] fully supports A.B. 154.  We believe that the legislation will help to ensure that the diverse membership of the Medi-Cal Managed Care program and the Healthy Families Program are provided language accessible and culturally competent health care.  

The need for language accessible and culturally competent health care for California’s increasingly diverse populations is clear.  According to the 2000 Census, racial/ethnic minority communities represent a majority, 53%, of the State’s population.  Of the three million Medi-Cal Managed Care beneficiaries, 80% are racial/ethnic minorities and nearly 45% speak a primary language other than English.  Among Healthy Families Program subscribers, 84% are racial/ethnic minority children and almost half speak a primary language other than English.

Assembly Bill 154 takes a modest but significant step towards helping to ensure that these diverse Medi-Cal and Healthy Families Program members receive language accessible and culturally competent health care.  The legislation would require the Medi-Cal and Healthy Families Program health plans to report annually on their implementation of the language access and cultural competency requirements now found in their contracts with the State agencies responsible for the two programs and would require the State agencies to compile the health plans’ reports in their own reports to the Legislature.  By so doing, A.B. 154 will provide the State, health care providers and the public with important information on the needs of those who speak no or limited English and help to confirm that these Californians are being provided with language accessible and culturally competent health care.  Importantly, by requiring the health plans to report on their objectives and their innovative practices in the area, the health plans themselves will benefit from the sharing of the information in the reports.  Finally, the reports will help inform policies to improve the quality of health care in years to come.

By taking this step, A.B. 154 will help to improve access to needed health care and to lead to more appropriate utilization of services, ultimately resulting in a healthier population and decreased overall health care costs.

Thank you for your leadership on this issue.  [Your organization’s name] fully supports and urges the passage of A.B. 154.

Sincerely yours,

[Your name]

[Your title] 

